
The 2017 Spring Arrowee is scheduled for May 5-6 

at Camp Pioneer in Hatfield, Arkansas in conjunc-

tion to Beaver Day. If you were called out for mem-

bership in the Order of the Arrow at Summer 

Camp in 2016, This event will be the last opportuni-

ty to complete your Ordeal. If you have been an 

Ordeal member of the Order of the Arrow for at 

least 10 months, you are eligible for Brotherhood 

membership in the Order. By becoming a Brother-

hood member, you seal your membership in the 

Order of the Arrow and demonstrate to others 

your commitment to the ideals, cheerfulness and 

service to others. The Spring Arrowee is an excel-

lent time to solidify your membership in the Order 

by becoming a Brotherhood member. To learn 

more, ask a Lodge Officer or log on to the Lodge 

web site at www.lodge232.org! 

How to Register: In person, at the Scout Service 

Center or at the event.  

By phone, (903) 793-2179 or Toll Free (800) 903-

7467. 

 

Cost: Ordeal Candidates $65.00 (includes annual 

dues)  

Brotherhood Candidates $45.00  

Regular Members $25.00  

Late Registration Fee $15.00 (for registration on 

or after June 2) 

Please note that you must be a current member 

in good standing of the Lodge and the Boy Scouts 

of America if you plan to attend a Lodge event. If 

you have not paid your Lodge dues, you will be 

asked to pay them at check-in. 

Are you interested in Native 

American dancing? Would you like 

to create your own Native Ameri-

can ceremonial or dance regalia? If 

so, the Lodge Dance Team is the 

place for you!  

The Lodge is also putting together 

ceremonial teams for the Pre-

Ordeal, Ordeal and Brotherhood 

ceremonies. Participation in these 

ceremonies is yet another way for 

you to actively participate in your 

Lodge. For more information on 

joining the Dance Team or par-

ticipating in ceremonies contact: 

Spencer Richardson Dance Team 

Chairman.  

Dance Team News 

The Gorget 
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Spring Arrowee Slated for May 5-6 
U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S  

 Pow Wow 

July 7-9 

 Fall Fellow-

ship October 

7th.  

 Race for the 

Cure October 

20th. 

 Fall Arrowee 

December 1-2 
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“Things of the Spirit  are 

what count: brotherhood

– in a day where there is 

too much hatred at 

home and abroad; 

cheerfulness– in a day 

when the pessimists have 

the floor and cynics are 

popular; service– in a day 

when millions are 

interested in getting or 

grasping, rather than 

giving.” 

~E. Urner Goodman 

 

Chiefly Speaking 
Greetings, Brothers. 

I would like to start off by 

saying I am honored to have 

been elected your chief. I am 

hoping that this will be an 

enjoyable year for everyone.  

For those of you who have 

yet to complete your Ordeal 

or wish to confirm your 

membership by completing 

the Brotherhood, Spring Ar-

rowee is just around the cor-

ner. Remember that this is 

your last chance to com-

plete the Ordeal for those 

that were called out this 

past summer. I am feeling 

very optimistic about this 

year, and I am confident the 

Lodge has a productive and 

fun year ahead of it. 

Again, I would like to thank 

you for your continued ser-

vice. I look forward to see-

ing everyone at our future 

functions. 

T H E  G O R G E T  

S P R I N G  A R R O W E E  E D I T I O N  

A Tradition of Carving Arrows 
Having Ordeal candidates occupy 

their down time, in silence, by 

carving a wooden arrow is a com-

mon custom in the OA from the 

East Coast to the West Coast. 

Many may wonder where this 

custom began. Discussions among 

the OA’s history buffs has shed 

no light on the origin of this cus-

tom. What is known is that the 

custom was in use as early as the 

1940s. A recent discussion thread 

on a Facebook page turned up an 

email and two photographs from 

Branden Morris, Grand Monad-

nock Lodge Adviser from 2000 to 

2008. The photographs from the 

late 1940s are of the interior of 

the Thayer Lodge dining hall at 

Camp Wanocksett in Dublin, NH. 

“The lodge was first chartered in 

1945 under the direction of Scout 

Executive Ted Boutilier who be-

came familiar with the OA from 

other scout executives in the 

area,” Morris wrote. “It’s un-

known which lodge(s) helped 

install Tsutsusid at Camp 

Ordeal members in Tsutsusid 

Lodge, and its successor lodges, 

suspended their groupings of 

hand carved arrows along the 

walls of Thayer Lodge. While 

Thayer Lodge is no more, Mor-

ris saved the arrows and the 

history they tell for later display. 

As for “notching” arrows when 

candidates failed to comply with 

their vows, another widespread 

tradition, Morris reported when 

he was inducted into Quanopin 

Lodge in 1987 they did that. 

However, when Grand Monad-

nock was formed in 1994, the 

notching custom went away. It 

is recorded: “…but to this date 

we still have candidates who 

make arrows – they just take 

them home.” Have a clue about 

where this tradition started? 

Have an interesting OA history 

tidbit or question? Contact the 

History & Preservation team t 

hrough archives@oa-bsa.org. 

-OA National Bulletin Summer 

2016 

Wanocksett in July 1945, unfor-

tunately, so we’re not sure if our 

Ordeal candidate tradition came 

from another lodge, or was a 

home-grown idea. Candidates 

carved their name, troop and 

Ordeal date on the arrows, 

which presumably were worn 

during the Ordeal. Following the 

induction, the arrows were hung 

from the walls in Thayer Lodge,” 

Morris continued. Just as it is 

common for Wood Badge patrols 

or aquatics camps to leave behind 

a physical record of their partici-

pation at that camp with a mem-

bership board or names on 

crossed paddles, each “class” of 

Yours in Brotherhood, 

Jeffery Hanson 



New Lodge Bi-Law 
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Starting the summer of 2018 

those that do not attend Pio-

neer for summer camp will not 

have the opportunity to be 

called out at the legendary Fri-

day night call-out ceremony. 

Units will either have to request 

to be called out by the lodge of 

the camp they are attending or 

come out to a separate call out 

outside of camp. The youth of 

 

NOAC 2018 July 30 - August 4, 2018 

Indiana University 

 

 

The National Order of the Arrow Conference (NOAC) is the premier event of 

the Order of the Arrow, and is Scouting's second-largest national event. Over 

10,000 Arrowmen from across our nation gather for an inspirational and unfor-

gettable experience full of fellowship, training, adventure, and fun! 

During NOAC, Arrowmen will participate in a six-day conference which includes 

top notch training sessions, cool recreational opportunities, evening shows full of 

theatrics and special effects, and exciting programs. 

 

Pow Wow 2017 

“We never fail when we try to do 

our duty, we always fail when we 

neglect to do it.” 

~Robert Baden-Powell 

the lodge feel that being able 

to be called out during the cer-

emony at Pioneer is a privilege 

to those who are attending as a 

camper.   

July 7-9, 2017 

Camp Pioneer 

Join Lodge 232 for the 2017 

Pow Wow. Participants this 

year will receive a collectors 

patch in addition to their Pow 

Wow patch. The collectors 

patch is a design from the 1967 

Pow Wow that was never 

made. All members of the lodge 

are encouraged to attend Pow 

Wow where we combine both 

service and brotherhood.  This 

is the first chance for those who 

were called out during summer 

camp to become a full member 

of the order by going through 

their Ordeal.  

Fun events for the day will in-

clude: Patch trading, Lodgeball, 

Ice cream social, Ultimate Fris-

bee and much more.  

All Vigil Honor members of the 

Lodge are encouraged to 

attend Pow Wow’s Vigil 

meeting and social as well as 

the evening Vigil Call Out. 

Please remember only dues 

paying members of the lodge 

are allowed to participate in 

Lodge events.  

We will see you at Pow Wow 

2017! 



Caddo Area Council BSA 

24 Lynwood Drive  

Texarkana TX, 75503 

 

Phone: 903-793-2179 

E-mail: lodge232adviser@gmail.com 

Akela Wahinapay Lodge 232 

Brotherhood of Cheerful Service 

Lodge Drum Team 
The drum team is comprised of O.A members from Lodge 232 who have come together to give the dancers the music from 

which they dance to. After hearing Texas Connection playing at the previous Scout O Rama inspiration struck to form a 

group that could give that Indian sound. Our purpose is to help give the O.A authenticity through the beats of our drum. We 

practice to help improve our timing, rhythm, and overall talent. Recently at the O.A fun day we had an opportunity to get 

lessons from the Texas Connection, learning new beats and songs which helped with our overall sound. We strive to per-

form in more public O.A events and build our new drum team in the efforts to give that sense of Indian culture. We are call-

ing ourselves the Akela Thunder because you “See the lightening, hear the thunder.”           


